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| TO THE e 


BAPTIST - CHURCH. 


MEETING AT 


GoopMan's FirLDs, LoxDON, 


Under the PasTORAL CARE of 


The Reverend Mr ABRAHAM BOOTH. 
By . 


Who was Ejected by the ſaid Church, 21 F eb. k,n for 
not Believing that the Man CHRISπ was Gop, &c. 


— 


Are there more Gops than one? 
Hear, O tract, the Lok our Gop is one Loxp. ; 


Are there more Saviours than one? 
T am Gon, and beſides me there is uo Saviour, 


Soy is the Saviour, Man is the Saved. 

Te Men of ſrael, Hear theſe Words, Jeswus of 1 Nazareth, 
a Man approved of GOD among you, by Miracles, and 
Hu "ongers, and . ewhich GOD dd by him, &C. 


To which 18 10355, 


A few Thoughts on the diſtin Properties of the I ntelligent and 
Material Creation, and the Relation they are kept in by Gop | 
to each other in the Human Body and Soul. 
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To the Reverend Mr ABRAUAI Boo r, 
the ELDERs, and the reſt of the 
M MBERS of the BaeriIsT CHURCH 

meeting at Goodman's-Fields, London. 


My dear FRIENDS, 


| HE importance of the tranſaction of laſt 

Wedneſday Evening, when I was called be- 
fore you to anſwer to the queſtions pro- 
poſed; and the anſwers which, from a principle 
of conſcience, I was obliged to make, is not yet 
out of mind; and as I had no convenient oppor- 
tunity, without appearing to intrude farther than 
was deſired, of giving any particular account of 
the cauſe, manner, and effect of the late great 
A 2 change 


£4, . 


change on my mind, I have taken this makod - 
of attempting to give you a conciſe, yet circum- 
{tantial detail, of what my general ideas were be- 


fore it took place; the manner of its taking Place; 
and the effects ſince. — ware 


It pleaſed Gov to bring me into the 7 — 
parents which were (as I am told, for I remem- 
ber but very little of either) not only profeſſors of 
faith in CyrisT, but very exemplary in that pro- 
feſſion; and though they were taken away by 
death when I was a child, yet I was always under. 
the care of religious people, and of the calviniſtic 
Principles; and | from my infancy almoſt was con- 
vinced of my own inability to ſave myſelf; and 
of courſe was led to look for ſalvation 7, cock im- 
puted righteouſneſs of Cuaier dne 


This was the conſtant principle of my mind, I 
ſay, from my youth; and that you may ſee my 
mind, and judge accordingly, I will tranſcribe 
a few hints which I wrote only for my own uſe , 
about two years ago ; the original I happened to 
have by me; it runs thus, 


* e * 
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* 
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On the revelation a Gov in the ſcriptures: 
N of trutn. 


pn — 
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Without the written word, mankind would 
be in the utmoſt darkneſs of the original of them- 
ſelves, and of all the other creatures inanimate or 
es . the exi enk of the Soul after the diſ- 

- | ſolution 
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ſolution of the body; of the great Go; of heaven. 
and of hell; but moſt of all, how a Gnful crea- 
ture could poſſibly be juſtified before Gop. If 
we ſuppoſe a perſon never to have had any the 
leaſt intimation, either by reading or from any 
fellow-creature, of what the ſcriptures teach, how 
profoundly ignorant mult ſuch a mind be of Gop 
the creator, of himſelf, and of all his fellow crea- 
tures: both as to the ſelf. ſufficiency of the former, 
and dependency. of the latter. Let us. ſuppoſe a 
perſon of good natural parts, unaſſiſted by reves 
lation, inquiring into the knowledge ns things 
from the exertion of his utmoſt ſtretch of reaſon. 
He muſt firſt turn his, mind to reflect on what he 
himſelf is; by experience he finds he is capable of. 
ſeeing, hearing, feeling, taſting, ſmelling, Sc. 
Theie are the fi rſt notions or ideas that every per- 
ſon experiences, but beſides theſe ſenſitive notions, 
the mind goes farther, and has the power or fa- 
culty of memory, that is, of reflecting of what 
has before been the ideas in its own mind. And, 
of judgment, that is, of comparing one thing with 
another, and determining itſelf accordingly. What 
we find ourſelves to be, would be diſcovered by 
experience; but the grand knowledge, viz. the 
original of things, how this ſtately fabrick of the 
univerſe came into exiſtence, and how it is up- 
held in the order in which it is, what is to be the 
lot of the mind after the body is worn out and 
gone to its mother earth, whether it ceaſes from 
being. or ſurvives the body, would be unknown. 
in the preſent ſtate of-things : but above all, the 
moral circumſtance of the mind ; how a Juſt and 
holy ſin-avenging Gop could be juſt in juſtifying, 
any tranſgreſſor of his righteous law, would ap- 


Pear 
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pPear not ide; as 2 ching improbable," but impoſ: 
ſible : the thoughr of which, and the mind being 
at the fame time juſtly conſcious of its own ſin- 
fulneſs, would be for ever ſinking the ſoul lower 
and lower into abſolute deſpair for ever and ever. 


But by the ſetiptures of truth, we are informed 
of all the aforementioned ſubjects, as that Gov is 
the eternal I Au: who has created the heavens, 
and earth, and ſea, and all the hoſt of them, and 

upholds them every moment: yea, that in and 


by him all things ſubſiſt and confiſt : that Gop 


created man after his own image, and gave him 


a written law in his heart, to live to the honour 
and glory of Gon that created him. Gop alſo 


entered into a covenant with the firſt man, for 

himſelf and all his poſterity, in caſe of obedience, 
that he and they ſhould live for ever in the enjoy- 
ment of God : but in caſe of diſobedience, that 
he and they, ſhould die the death, that is, ſhould 
become diſabled of ever more being re-eſtabliſhed 
in their own perſons, So, but that Gop muſt, 
in conſequence of his holineſs and abhorrence of 
ſinners, deal with them as juſtice requires: to ſuſ- 


pend all light and life of God in their ſouls, and 


where there is no light, darkneſs is the con uence. 
So here, the ſou] being by fin and tranſgreſſion of 


Gop's holy and juſt Law, become guilty before 


God, is immediately cut off from the ſource and - 
fountain of all good; and of conſequence there 


remains nothing but evil, ſin, horror, deſpair, 


and an everlaſting growing miſery, under a reflex 


ſenſe of its loſs "of the infinite good : by whoſe 


wer it will continually be held up in being with 


one hand, and ground to powder with the other. 


But 


1 
But glory, glory he to Gon in the higheſt, 


that he has revealed himſelf unto men as a Gop of 


ace and good-will, notwithſtanding every indi- 
vidual of Adam's offspring, are by the fall natu- 
ral enemies to Gop, and are continually increaſing 
that hatred and enmity by actual fin, and tranſ- 
greſſion of his laws, written in their conſciences, 
and in the revealed Word. 


The method which the great Creator has, ac- 
cording to his juſtice, been pleaſed to proceed in 
for the ſalvation of his people, is juſt the oppoſite 
of the firſt covenant made with man at his firſt 
creation : which was by man's own actually keep- 
ing the holy and righteous law of Gop ; but as 
the fall had deprived man of ever fulfilling any 
one command of Gov, till his mind ſhould be re- 
newed, ſo the wiſdom of Gop was the contriver, 
and his condeſcenſion and power the bringers about 
of the glorious plan of ſalvation for his people, 
by means of a ſubſtitute in man's nature, that 
was able to keep the holy law in every point in 
man's ſtead; and not only that, but make an 
atonement for, or ſuffer the penalty of their ac- 
tual fins, and violations of the holy and righteous 
law of Gop. But now we want to find out this 


| ſubſtitute, But after Gop himſelf had (ſpeaking- 
after the manner of men) muſtered all the creation 


of heaven and earth, he could find none able ta 
make up this breach between Gop and man: and 
he is ſaid to wonder that there was none to help.” 

Therefore Gop himſelf from all eternity, with 
whom there is nothing paſt or to come, entered 
into covenant with his own eternal fon, that he 


( the ſon) ſhould become incarnate in the womb of 
a vergin 3 ; 
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1 virgin; that this ſame ſon, Who was and is the 
5 very, and eternal Gop, ſhould be made under the 
law in the room or ſtead of his people, which his 
father had covenanted with him to redeem ; and 


in perſonating them ſhou}d obey the righteous law 
of Gop through his whole life; and not only that, 


but that all the demerit of their original and actual 


ſins ſhould be laid the full penal curſe of upon him. 


This the father gave his only begotten ſon out 


of his boſom to do. And this the ſon voluntarily 


conſented to be and do, for the bringing about of 
the ſalvation of his elect. And bleſſed be the Fa- 


ther for giving his only begotten Son for us; and 
bleſſed be the Son for having now actually been 
incarnate, and fulfilled all his agreement, in obey- 
ing and ſuffering even the death of the croſs for our 


falvation : And bleſſed be the holy Ghoſt for work- 
Ing inour hearts repentance from dead works, (that 


is, our own doings) and faith in this JEsUs CHRIST, 
whereby we are reconctled to Gop in our own con- 
Kiences. | 


And what now remains to keep men off from 
the belief and enjoyment of this eternal and unpa- 
ralelled good? O, mankind are fo deſperately 
fallen from Gop, and fo proud of themſelves, that 
they cannot ſubmir to be ſaved in Gop's way, by 


his righteouſneſs that ſuffered without the gates of 


Feruſal. m for them. For though whole countries 


of men have the ſcriptures in their own mother- 


tongue, yet the greater part of mankind, we ſee, 
as the ſcripture itſclf ſays, will not have ibis man, 
viz. IEsus CHRIST, to reign over them; moſt of 
them care nothing about the matter. Gop has 


made * heaven, earth, ſea, air, and all 1 . 
an 


; 1 } 


and by and in him all men have the natural and 


voluntary motions of the very body, as well as 
he is the Father of their ſpirits, (or thinking ſelves) 
yet ſuch is the total death of the mind to Gon, 
that ſome men ſay there is no Gop at all, though 
they themſelves are creatures, -which neceſſarily 
infers a creator; as there cannot be a created, un- 
leſs there was a creator. The remaining part of 
men ſet out in religion, as in any art or ſcience, 
ſome approve of one ſcheme, and ſome of another; 
this number conſtitutes the greater part of thoſe 
who are always learning, but never come to the 


knowledge of the truth. And what is the reaſon of 


this? the anſwer is ready; They are led by their 
own will and ſpirit; but as many as are led by 
the ſpirit of God, they are the ſons of God : and 
when the ſpirit of Good is _— be foals lead you 
* all truth, 


Thus all mankind, not an individual e 5 


come under theſe two claſſes, either quite careleſs 
about the matter, (unleſs it is to oppoſe and deny 


both Gop and 80 odlineſs ;) or elfe ſet about recon- 
e 


ciling Gop to them, as they call it, by ſome falſe 
ſcheme of religion, which ever appears moſt agree- 
able to their own. ſpirits: and theſe ſchemes are 
almoſt as numerous as the perſons that concern 
_ themſelves about them: yet they are eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed by this, for there is not one of them but 
what makes ſome act or condition on the creature's 
part the cauſe of his ſalvation z while the perſon 
who never comes up to the condition; according 
to theſe dreamers, is to be loſt. Now comes in 
the written word, which is ſo clear that he that 
runs may read, and underſtand it, if the under- 
3 was not wholly darkened * the fall: ar 
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10 1 
what way of ſalvation does that ſet before us? 
why, that we were created by Gop at firſt in para- 
diſe, in the condition that ſome ſchemers ſay man 
may now be in if he will, (but by the way, what 
makes the will evil?) that is, free from ſin, clear 
in our underſtandings, and righteous in our wills 
to the law of GoD: which is all the ſervice any 
creature can be ſuppoſed capable of. 


But the ſcripture does not end at the ſecond 
chapter of Genęſis; after having given us a full 
account of the original, innocent, and happy 
ſtate of man, it goes on to account for the preſent 
ſtate of mankind; and affirms, that man tranſ- 
greſſed the righteous law of Gop, both in will, in 
conſenting, and in deed, in taking and eating of 
that which his creator commanded him not to eat 
at the peril of death: not annihilation, obſerve. 
The mind of man being cut off from Gop by this 
exertion of his will againſt the holy will of Gop, 
the great Gop could not but in juſtice (without 
obſerving the neceſſity of it) withdraw all ma- 
nifeſtation of his approbation, and proceed directly 
to ſpeak very differently in the ſoul of man, now a 
ſinner, by letting him know, that all was loſt, and 
hat he (Adam) with Eve his wife, by their fall, 
and all that ever ſhould proceed from them to the 
end of time, were under the juſt curſe of Gop, 
who had forewarned them that in the day they 
tranſgreſſed they ſhould die the death. | 


I have, as above, given you a copy of a few 
thoughts, which contains the general ideas I had 
of the Deity, of the ſcriptures, and of the doctrines 
contained in the ſcriptures: And in that plan of 

things I fully expected, through Gop's —— 
| | | : | nels, 


an 


neſs, to be kept to the laſt expiring moment. But 
a change has taken place, a great, a very great 
change. Tou, I am perſuaded, cannot but think 
it is to my everlaſting damnation, unleſs reclaimed : 
and at the ſame time, J am fully ſatisfied thatGop 
is quite enough, without any other thing, for the 
ſoul's ſalvation : for Gop is ſalvation, when known. 


J will now give you a ſhort account of the 
means, manner, and effects of this great alteration 
in my view of Gop, of Cari1sT, of fin, of the 
ſcriptures, Sc. which fallowed as effect doth its 
cauſe. The firſt of OFober laſt was our monthly 
ſacrament, which I attended as uſual, and enjoy- 
ed much the ſame frame of mind as at other times; 
I remember, when eating the bread, &c. theſe 
lines of Mr HART's was my ſentiment: venture 
“ on him, (viz. CHR I 8 19 venture wholly, 
<« let no other truſt intrude,” The next Morn- 
ing, the ſecond of October, waking early in the 


morning, found myſelf in a moſt dreadful ſtate of 


darkneſs and diſſatisfaction of mind reſpecting eter- 
nal things: between ſleeping and waking [ was 
afraid to recollect myſelf, for fear I ſhould find 
myſelf in an unimbodied and eternal fixed ſtate of 

n | * 


After fully coming to myſelf, and finding I was in 
the land of hope, I had ſome degree of joy to think 
I was alive: but horrors, darkneſs, and ſuch dreadful 
uneaſineſs of mind followed me day and night, fill 
the Thursday - Evening following, as I had never 
felt to ſuch a degree in all my life. My condition 
cannot be deſcribed : but preſſed with this extreme 
diſtreſs, if ever J defired' my creating Gop for any 
thing in my life, it was, that he would work all 

B 2 


his 


E . 


his own works in me, and by me, and for me; 
and bring me ſafe through all in his own way. 

The Tuesday- Morning of this week J mentioned 
my condition to Mr E. B--— p, and told him, I 
did not know what the Lord was about to do with 
me, but I was afraid I had never fully believed 
in Chriſt Jeſus for ſalvation, &c. The Thursday 


I called at Mr B=——1's houſe, to let him know _ 


my caſe, but he was not at home. Theſe words, 
« To which of the faints will you turn ;”* was all 
the day with great weight on my mind; and I was 
made to ſee, that vain was the help of man; for 
what I felt, I knew could not be laid on nor taken 
off but by the almighty God. The Thursday- 
Evening of this week, about fix o'clock, I: in- 
tended to go to bed, as I was quite wore out with 
diſtraction; but altered my mind, and began fort- 
ing a parcel of linen, and found to my ſurpriſe, 
that the horror was wearing off and abating greatly: 
I well remember deſiring in my heart to God, not 
to take it off till it had anſwered the end intended; 
and that he would take it off the right way; which 
muſt be, as I ſuppoſed, by ſome farther manifeſ- 
tations of Chriſt, and in acts of faith in his per- 
fon, work, &c. But notwithſtanding I laboured 
to keep the diſtreſs on my mind, by conſidering 
that the end intended was not anſwered, yet it did 
greatly abate, ſo that I ſupped and ſlept tolerably 
well this Thursday- Night. The next morning I 
was far from happineſs again, but I walked as far 
as /ſlingion with a friend; in our converſation to- 
gether I mentioned Chriſt as God- Man; my friend 
was pleaſed to reply, that he wondered a perſon of 
my underſtanding ſhould make uſe of ſuch a phraſe 
as God-Man. I made him little or no anſwer to 
it, as it was no uncommon phraſe with me. 5 
aſke 


6 1 


por a little manuſcript that he wanted me to hear. 


told him, I did not want to hear it, for I was 


ſure none but God could help me. However, I 
went and breakfaſted with him: while we were at 
breakfaſt he read to me a ſhort piece he had wrote 
on Chriſt, racks have here Trabſcribed, and is 
as follows: 8 : 


INAS uc . as the oeneral e of 


mankind runs contrary to mine, concerning Chriſt, 


and that, in my own mind, I charge them with 
moſt groſs idolatry in that point, vi. ſuch as their 


affirming him to be God, and Saviour, Sc. 1 


therefore intend to examine thoſe ſort of views, 
in a fair, candid, impartial manner; ſhowing the 
ſeveral reaſons, that I find in my own ſpirit to dif- 
fer with their judgment; and yet conſiſtent with 
both the nature of things, and alſo the n 
ſcripture· account of Him. 


24% Inquire into the nature and import of 
thoſe ſcriptures, which I find, as it were, 
aſcribing Godhead to the term Chriſt. 


2dly, Show that there is only God and creature 


throughout the univerſe. 

4thly, Show in what light I view Chtiſt, con- 
fiſtent with the glory of God, and good of 
mankind. 

thy, Show wherein I ſee him by the profeſſion 

of the preſent day turned into a meer idol, 
to the diſhonour of God, and of courſe 
blinding the eyes of the mind. 

6tbly, Show the glory of the diſpenſation of 


the Sabbath- my”. as I underſtand thoſe things 


1 irituall 
T 1 C | Firſt 


e ie WIR uch Hic, aud ſaid, he had 
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Fitſt then, I would moſt impartially weigh the 
firſt matter propoſed, viz. Whether Chriſt be 
God, or the Saviour of mankind, Sc. or not. 
Secondiy, Prove that he is neither God, nor Sa- 
viour; and Thirdly, If the above can be proved, 
it will manifeſtly appear to be groſs idolatry to 
eſteem Him in any reſpect whatſoever an object 

of worſhip. Now the only thing I ſhall further 
require, is a patient waiting, ſtrictly adhering to 
your own experience, while you ſtand to fee this 
famous ancient ſtructure deſtroyed, inſomuch that 
one ſtone ſhall not be left upon another, that 
5 ſhall not be thrown down.“ VT 


Firſt then, That he is not God, is manifeſt from 
his own repeated declarations, viz. I can do 
* nothing of myſelf; the Father, that dwelleth in 
* me, he doth the works. I ſpeak not of myſelf; 
* the Father which dwelleth in me, he ſpeaketh 
= the words. Neither came I of myſelf, but my 
* Father he ſent me. My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all. He that ſent me 
js true: I came from God; neither came I of 
* myſelf, but he ſent me. And the words which 
* you hear, are not mine, but the Father's which 
ſent me. Why calleſt thou me gcod ? there is 
* none good but one, that is, God, For as the 
* Father hath life, ſo hath he given the Son to 
have life in himſelf. I can of mine own ſelf do 
5 nothing. | live by the Father: he that ſent me 

is true, and I ſpeak thoſe things which I have 

heard of him. I do nothing of myſelf, but as 

„the Father taught me, I ſpeak thoſe things. 1 
* have power to lay down my life, and I have 
* power to take it up again, This commandment 
* I received of my Father,” &c, Sc. | 
| J appeal 
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J appeal to the ſpirits of all wiſe men, is this 
the language of an Almighty God? I affirm it is 
not, but the language of a dependent creature. 1 
therefore appeal ro the eternal power above, with 
all the men upon earth, whether a creature, under 
ſuch a character as the above, can be a fit object 
of worſhip for an eternal ſpirit; and if not a pro- 


per object of worſhip, it muſt be idolatry to wor- 


ſhip him, as himſelf has moſt ſufficjently declared, 
by his own words: and therefore if not a proper 
object of worſhip, it can be little leſs than the 


wickedneſs of blaſphemy, to look upon him in 


this light as a Saviour. Therefore in the above 
capacity, we cannot, we dare not look upon him 
as either God or Saviour ; bur a creature inveſted 
with a fully delegated power to execute the com- 
miſſion given him to execute. Therefore the true 
object of my ſpirit's worſhip, is the only true God, 
that gave him all, and every part of his power, 
and was the true object of his worſhip alſo, as well 
a mines” "> E 


Your objection will be, Then I ſee not any ad- 
vantage Chriſt can be of to us, if he is neither God 
nor a Saviour. | | 


Anſwer, Have a little patience till we come to 
treat of that part, or view of things; there you 
will fee that the very uſe that God deſigned him 
to be of, that ſame uſe we ſee him of, to us, to 
the great glory of God, our and his Father: but 


tor the preſent we paſs on, 


 2dly, To conſider the nature, tendency, and 
import of thoſe ſcriptures which we find aſeribing 


Cc 2 and 


| Godhead to the terms, Jeſus, and Chriſt, Se. 


E 


and give them a fair impartial and candid conſi. 
deration, in which we know aſſuredly your judg- 
ment in ſpirit muſt give its conſent; and we chal. 
lenge you, and all the men in the world, to put 
any other fair rational conſtruction upon them, 
except you be guilty of the groſſeſt of all forgery, 
viz. compounding things together, which in their 
nature it is impoſſible to compound. 185 


Firſt then, We take notice of the miracles by 
Chriſt, as God's inſtrument in the work. 8 
Secondly, Paul's manner of ſpeaking, in his 
writings, as applying things to Chriſt, when he 
cannot poſſibly be underſtood any other way than 
thoſe powers to be of God. 


. Firſt then of miracles, as done by Chrift in his 
fleſh; cleanſing the lepers; caſting out devils; 
turning water into wine; railing the dead; curing 
all manner of diſeaſes of the body; and riſing 
from the dead, Sc. Sc. Now let us but reflec} 
back upon his own confeſſion, in the former re- 
marks himſelf has made in the days of his fleth, 
how he came by his power; then ſpeak your real 
judgment, whether you can, with real propriety, 
and according to an enlightned conſcience, ſay 
that he was God; or does your conſcience loudly 
declare, that theſe things were only effected by the 
power of God, a power clearly above him, and 
himſelf only an inſtrument in the hand of that 
almighty power; and can be conſidered in no other | 
light whatſoever? Then let this queſtion echo 
back to your conſcience; namely, Is this inſtru- 
ment, intirely paſſive and without any power, 43 
ſimply conſidered in itſelf, my Saviour ? Or ſhall 
not rather my immortal ſpirit truſt itſelf, with all 

its 


= | 


WA 2 — 2 „ en _ ww el SS. 4 


Ee a] 


— 


its concerns, with that immortal, eternal and 


everlaſting fountain of all life, wiſdom, and power, 
called God ?. I. ſay, this God, and none other, is 


my alone Saviour, Why Godhead ſhould. be 


aſcribed to Chriſt, more than to Moſes or the Pro. 
phets, Sc. I cannot account for any other way, 
ia my own.ſpirit, than this, namely, that the real. 
groſs idolatry, and madneſs of theſe latter days ex- 
ceeds the idolatry of the days of Moſes and the 
Prophets, altogether as far as the idolatry of Baal's. 
Prieſts did that of the true Prophet Elijah, 

The next conſideration propoſed, is to conſider of 
things aſcribed to Jefus and Chriſt, which can only 
be applicable to the power of God. And however 
different thoſe titles, names, or characters, may 
be, yet it is clear beyond a doubt, that thoſe names 
cannot make the leaſt difference in the nature of 


things; that they, in what view ſoever they may 
de thought to appear under, are neither leſs nor 


more than the pawers of the eternal God, and our 
only and alone: Saviour. 5 


A few of which characters we ſhall here notice, 
which are by the A poſtles aſcribed to Chriſt and 
Teſus, Sc. viz. For the law of the ſpirit of 
life, in Chriſt Jeſus, has made me free from the 
* Jaw of fin and death; but ye are not in the 
* fleſh, but in the ſpirit. If ſo be that the ſpirit 
* of God dwell in you, Now if any man have not 
# the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. That 1 
* ſhould, be a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the 
* Gentiles, miniſtering the goſpel of God: for I 


will not dare ſpeak of any of thoſe. things, 


$5 which Chriſt hath not wrought by me. Are 
| DE 9 * ſanCtified 
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ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt in us the hope 


ren 
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of Glory. Except Jeſus Chriſt be in you, you 
are reprobates. But of him are ye in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. 

That he that glorieth, might glory in the Lord. 

Except the ſpirit of Chriſt be in you, ye are 
none 155 his. With the power of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, If any man be in Chrift, he is a new 


creature. Chriſt ſhall quicken our mortal bo- 
dies. Until Chriſt be formed in you. Chriſt 
may dwell in you. As you have received Chriſt, 

ſo walk ye in him. That the power of Chriſt 


may reſt upon you. But by the revelation of 


Jeſus Chriſt. When Chriſt our life ſhall appear 
Even as Chriſt forgave you. But Chriſt 45 


in me. Baptiſed into Chriſt. Put ye on the 


Lord Jeſus. Predeſtinated to the adoption of 
children by Jeſus Chriſt. That Chriſt may 
dwell in our heart. Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 


The Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Redemp- 


tion in Chriſt Jeſus. Even as Chriſt forgave 
you. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you. Do 
all in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Of 
God our Saviour, asd the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
Peace. from God our F wen, and Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord.“ 


Now here are a few out of the many paſſages 


which ſeem to aſcribe power to Chriſt and God 


indiſcriminately. Now however theſe matters may 
appear to ſome ſpirits, is not material, or what dif- 
ference they may make by the difference of names, 
ſuch as Lord, Jeſus, Chriſt, Father, Son, Holy Ghoſt, 
Saviour, Se. Se. as inditcriminarely mentioned 


5 „„ above, 


E00 


above, aſcribing different offices, operations, powers, 

Sc. to each name, is of no avail. Therefore, in 

the name of that only, living, eternal, and true 
God, I hereby challenge the whole world to make 
it appear, that there either ever was, is now, or 
ever can be, any other power, beſides that of the 
one eternal and true God, of any ſort, name, na- 
ture, or kind whatſoe ver: and this God is all my 
hope, and all I either now, or ever can want. I 
am not hereby denying any kind or ſort of this 
power, being put forth in or through Jeſus Chriſt; 
but I hereby declare, and utterly: deny that Jeſus 
Chriſt ever had any power, but only the power of 
God. And J again challenge all the whole world 
to prove the contrary, (I would hereby be under- 
ſtood to mean no ſort of ſuch power as gives that 

ſuppoſed preeminence) except that of the power of 

God. And far be it from my intention to deny 
that preeminence to Jeſus Chriſt, which I conceive 

God has given him, as will be ſhewn hereafter. 

But we paſs on, N » 19144} 

3dly, The next thing propoſed to be conſidered 

is this; „ That throughout the univerſe, there 
„ can be nothing but God and creature.“ This 
granted, then, which cannot be denied; the in- 
ference is clear, vig. that God cannot become a 
creature, nor a creature cannot become God: there- 
fore God muſt be God, and creature muſt remain 
creature; and God to have the abſolute ſovereign 
power, in and over all, and every part of the crea- 
ture; and turns and exerciſes the whole, and 
every part of the creation, according to his own. 
wiſdom, glory, and power: for there is not, nor 


ever was, or can be, any other power than * 
0 


Tone. [3 


of God; for all the powers that are, are, and muft 
be of God. This being then granted, which can- 
not be denied, will clearly open to our view, 
what I have already aſſerted, viz. that Chriſt is 
not God; nor can the greateſt maſterpiece of wiſ- 
dom that ever yet appeared, or ever will appear, 
compound God and creature together; but there 
muſt throughout eternal ages, remain moſt clearly 


and diſtinct views of God and his creature, what- 


ſoever names we may apply to either God or crea- 
ture, is not in the leaſt material: nor can it make 
the very ſmalleſt difference. And to uſe phraſes, 
«when we ſpeak of God, ſuch as all the power of 
God, the whole power of God, or put the term 
all, or whole, Sc. in any wiſe, when ſpeaking of 
God, is moſt abſurd blindneſs, even darkneſs 
which may be felt; becauſe God fills all things, 
and is infinitely beyond all things; and it is uſing 
terms, as though we could comprehend the incom- 
-prehefifible, weigh omnipotency, fathom omni- 
preſence, and get where omniſcience could not find 
us; in ſhort, ungod the God that is the life, 
upholder, and ſuſtainer of univerſal creation, 
Bluſh, tremble at the thought, and ſhrink back 
into thine own nothingneſs; and be content to be 
as happy and bleſſed as thy poor, narrow, blind, 
feeble frame can bear. Creation is juſt, and duly 
balanced with ſuitable bleſſings, ſuitable to every 
part of its nature and frame; nothing to add, nor 
nothing to take away. God, the central life, 
light, and power of the whole, and every part of 
his own creation: and impoſſible to ever either 
add to or diminiſh his eternal almightineſs, through- 
out eternal ages. And Jeſus Chriſt, or the higheſt 
order of the heavenly Hoſts, no more than meer 
| paſſive 
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paſſive inſtruments In his hand, to ſhew forth his 
e . 
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But I paſs on to my next remark, namely, In 
what light I view Jeſus Chriſt as man, clearly 
conſiſtent with the glory of God, and good of 
mankind, &c. For my ſpirit looks upon him as 
mere man, and the eternal God manifeſting his 
lory, goodneſs, wiſdom and power, in and by 
um; and fo I ſhall view him in my following re- 
marks; and yet find what I have propoſed, viz. 
the glory of God, and good of mankind, in ſuch 

| views. . II 1 1 „ nen, we £2 
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Albi, Then I view Chriſt as man, reſpecting . 
his tabernacling among us, as the ſeed of 4brabam, 
in our fleſh, Fc. and in that ſtate, in his office- 
capacity, ſhall prove how I ſee him to the glory 
of God, and good of mankind; and we ſhall take 

for granted, that ſo far as he can be proved for 
the good of mankind, that will clearly appear to 
be to God's glory; then, you fee, the matter is 

reduced to this, viz. To prove the man Chriſt 
Jeſus, in his office-capacity, to be of real advan- 
tage to mankind, Now then to proceed, 


Firſt, The number of Old-Teſtament promiſes 
ſtand upon record, by which in that day the peoples 
ſpirits were kept from ſinking, from time to time, 
and alſo ſundry viſions from the Lord, upon which 
he cauſed them to truſt, However, we may take 

notice of that firſt promiſe, upon which hangs all 
thereſt, viz, *The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe 

the ſerpent's head; now we may ſuppoſe this - 


pO 
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be as the firſt gleam of hope: then in ſundry-places 
all along, till the time of the Prophets, the people 


were taught to revere the name of God, and ho 


in him, from the many favourable viſits they had 
from him. The Lord then ſent them Prophets, 
which renewed and ſeconded that firſt foundation- 
promiſe, viz. where it was ſaid, * the ſeed of the 
woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpenbs head. u For, 
faith Jaiab, the Lord himſelf ſhall. give you a 
* ſign, Behold, a virgin ſhall bear a ſon, and ſhall 
call his name IMMANUEL 3* this you lee is a 
ſecond confirmation of that firſt promiſe, which 
made the day dawn apace. For we muſt think 


the firſt promiſe ſwelled their expectations high. 
Then we may conceive, how much more the ſe- 
cond muſt; and finding it run in the exact line of 


things with the fitſt. Now this line ſeemed to be 


| the whole line of confirmation, of all the goodneſs 


of God's good-will towards them. And methinks 
1 ſee the people all alive, and big with longing 
expectations to ſee it accompliſhed ; in order that 
their ſpirits might be confirmed in the faithfulneſs 
of God, beyond even a doubt. . Here are glorious 
views indeed, Prophet after Prophet, loudly pro- 
claiming juſt the ſame thing. Methinks I ſee the 


eyes of all Irael ſparkle with new joy upon, new 


joy, impatiently waiting that clear teſtimony to 
their outward ſenſes of God's faithfulneſs to them, 


by light upon light; till filling their ſouls with re- 


peated freſh joys; until the fulneſs of time was come, 
when thoſe happy tidings were accompliſhed, and 
Tirael's conſolation appears. But greatly to the 


diſappointment of worldly wiſe men, we fee them 


in their expectations ſtrangely baffled; and as it is 


ak juſt lo was it OT: it fell far ſhort of 19 — 
| OT 
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they had expected, (their eyes bring full of adul- 

cal and their hearts TE]. 

14 Ve 
But you ſee by Simeon; what had been the hope | 
of the faithful; he took the young child up in his 

arms, ſaying, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer- 

vant depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen 
© thy falvation,” Wc.” As much as if he ſhould 

Had: ſaid, Near 4000 years haſt thou cauſed thy 

<< people to hope for a viſible confirmation of all 

«+. thy faithfulneſs ; now mine eyes are fatisfied ; 

«© Jet me now depart; I die in peace.” And 

Quilt himſelf ſays, Search the ſcriptures, for in 

them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are 

they which teſtify of me“: Confirming ſtill my 
former judgment, viz. that the people were made 
to look to that fame event, of the birth, death, 
and reſurrection of Chriſt, for a full and ſenſible 
confirmation of. all the faithfulneſs of God's loving 
kindneſs and good-will to them, in all his former 
promiſes: from the beginning. And we are told, 
that the Jews had fulfilled the ſcriptures, in con- 
demning him: without enlarging upon a matter 
which 1 can hardly think will be denied, viz. that 
the life, death, and reſurrection of Chriſt, was the 
viſible confirmation of all God's good-will to the 
people; and the only general matter promiſed by 

God, as the moſt undoubted evidence, of his faith- 

fulneſs to them for good. Then only conſider how 

the eyes of the many thouſands of {/razl ſtood for 
near 4000 years with longing expeRation to ſee 
this grand confirmation accompliſhed. And hence 

he is called, „The meſſenger of the covenant 3 

the ſent of God; the Ambaſſador of peace; the 


y un of the ſcriptures, e Sc. Sc. | 
"2 Niu 
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Now let us only go back in ſpirit into their day, 
and we ſhall ſoon feel what their longing, hoping 
expectation muſt be upon ſuch an occaſion. The 
time, and all things concerning that great event, 
exactly foretold, and now fully accompliſhed, and 
upon which depended the whole trial of God's 
faithfulneſs to his people, and the very language 
of their inmoſt ſoul, as it were thus, This is a 
% great day indeed, God's good- will and faithful. 
$+ neſs to his people, and their happineſs or miſe- 
« ry, hanging upon the event of this one ſingle 


c teſtimony.” Good God! what different coun- 


tenances do I ſee, upon this grand occaſion; hap- 
pineſs or miſery depending upon it: methinks l 
ſee their faces gather paleneſs, and their knees 
ſmiting together, with the moſt expreſſive lan · 
guage in their diſtorted countenances; but unable 
to utter one word. O auful, deciſive day indeed. 
This ſingle day ſettles our ſtate, either for the 
moſt unſpeakable joy and felicity in God, or our 
moſt unſpeakable torment, in being baniſhed from 
his glorious preſence, with our dear wives and 
children, and whole poſterity. And when things 
appeared contrary to ſome of their expectations, 
how ſenſibly muſt they feel the diſappointment ? 
Witneſs che two men going to Emmaus, as they 
* walked together, and were ſad, ſaying, We 
© truſted this was he that ſhould have, redeemed 
n Jſraei,” but it is now all over. What a moſt 
feeling reply they make to Chriſt, unknown ta 
them then, upon his aſking, what they were com- 
muning about. Art thou, ſaid they, only 4 
#* ſtranger in Feruſalem, and haſt not known the 
* things that are come to paſs in theſe. days?“ 
6 much as if they ſhould ſay, ++ Thou art ſurely 

« a man 


% man void of all ſenſibility, and the moſt ftu- 
« pidly hardened of alb living beings, not to have 
« a; more ſenſible feeling, in ſuch an important 
« event.“ But now appears the grand 'confir+ 
mation of all that ever had been promiſed, viz. 
Chriſt's — from the dead: what a dif- 
ferent appearance does the face of things appeat 
with —. Every chriſtian face full iy ly 
thankfulneſs: with what an emphaſis do the Dil. 
ciples tell: chis glorious event! The Lord is riſen 
u indeed, ſay they, and has appeared unto Simon In 
It is. ſaid, Then opened he their underſtandings; 
that they might underſtand the ſeriptures *; 
which would eaſily ſhow them, * that they teſti» 
u fied of him“; as he himſelf has ſaid. And now 
here is nothing but © Glory be to God in the high- 
* eſt, peace on earth, and good - will towards men. 
And now nothing but © repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins to be preached among all nations. And 
„ behold, I ſend the promiſe of my Father upon 
„ you. This very ſentence carries in it the alone 

glory of God very clear, I think, '* 


No we ſhall ſum up theſe evidences, with ſome 
natural and ſelf-evident remarks upon the whole; .F 
though but few in number to what might be made l 
upon the ſubject; nor theſe I have made, it may | 
be, near ſo full to the purpoſe as many that I may 
have miſſed. Here is a grand preeminency given 
to Chriſt in his office, inaſmuch as he is publicly 
declared, and choſen out from among the people, 
to confirm the promiſe of God for near 4000 years; 
He is the grand and viſible meſſenger of that 
peace and good-will towards men; he is ſuitably 


enabled with divine power clearly to mas | 
| an 
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and ala whatſoever the man had declared 
ſhould come to paſs in him, or by him. He was 
not ſuffered to fall ſnort in any one jot or tittle; 
he had the preeminency to be firſt in the reſur- 
rection from the dead; viſibly, in his life-time, 
to work all ſorts of miracles; and moſt clearly to 
know, and publicly declare the will of his and our 
Father, beyond whatever has, or had been done 
before; ever ſtrictly and ſingly acknowledging the 
ſupreme dignity of the Father, and more ſtrictly 
ſenſible of his own weakneſs than any of his fel- 
low-creatures were, c. So that he moſt clearly 
had the 1 r his an e, in 


all things. 


And now, Y a fo Wess in which it will 
appear that the glory of the whole belongs to God 
alone. God is ſaid * to have made Chriſt ſtrong 
& for himſelf; to uphold him by the right hand 
= of his power; and in ſhort, to enable him com- 
1 pleatly to finiſh the work which he had given 
him to do, Sc. Sc. Here is, certainly, a moſt 
glorious preeminency in all theſe things; yet the 
whole of the glory clearly appearing to belong to 
God alone; though Chriſt is allowed to be exalted 
above any of his "brethren, in his office-capacity, 
to the glory of God, his and our Father, and the 
| happineſs of mankind. Theſe teſtimonies already 

ſhewn clearly prove a preeminency, and yet as 
clearly prove the whole power to be of God. And 
whatever excellency of power Chriſt had at any 
time, appears clearly to be of God alone, and wy 
no means F inherently"? in himſelf, 


| 5ihiy, 
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_ :5thly, Then the next propoſal is to ſnow (Wherein 

judge much of) the outward profeſſion of the 
preſent age meer idolatry, to the blinding the eyes 
of the ſouls of mankind, and of courſe to the great 
diſhonour of God, Sec. 


I live by the Father, faith Chriſt. He prayed 
to the Father; he gave thanks to the Father; and 
nothing can be clearer, than that he worſhipped 
the Father, and him only. How then are we to 
conceive" of God? We cannot conceive” of two 


Almighties ; there can be no more than one Al- 


mighty, who has declared, that he * will not give 
* his glory to another.” And has moſt ſolemnly 
declared, that to him alone, ſhall every knee 
bow z“ and has alſo moſt ſolemnly prohibited, 
and charged his creatures not to © worſhip any 
thing, or the likeneſs of any thing, in heaven 
® above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water 
under the earth.” And has declared himſelf to 


be © a jealous God, Sc.“ Can any man in his 


ſenſes break through all theſe ſtrong, clear proofs, 
and againſt the expreſs and clear command of the 
Almighty, and againſt the very nature of things, 
and contrary to all experience? I ſay, againſt all 
theſe weighty and moſt clear proofs, will any one 
dare to proclaim Chriſt an object of worſhip ?. In 
the name and power of that almighty Spirit that 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead, I hereby declare ſuch 
ſpirits to be yet under the powers of darkneſs, and 
moſt groſs idolaters. And in the name of the 
moſt high God, who is a Spirit, and only to be 
* worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth; and I chal- 
lenge the whole world of creatures, all together, 
to point out to me, or any other enlightened ſpirit 
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throughout the univerſe, any other object of wor- 
ſhip, either in whole or in part, except the al- 
mighty God; who is an almighty Spirit, uphold- 
ing and filling all things both in heaven and earth. 


Some will object, and ſay, we do not worſhip 
Chriſt as man, but we worſhip. God in Chriſt. 
Let conſcience, in the name of the moſt hi 

God, ſpeak; Do you not worſhip God in a kind 
of central point, or more there than elſewhere, 
(even where the manifeſtation of his power has 
been equally as great, as in Chriſt?) That being 
the ſtate of your ſpirit, I do hereby declare in the 
name of that moſt holy, high, and almighty God, 
that your ſpirit is yet ſquinting about in the moſt 
groſs idolatry; and as yet an utter ſtranger to a 

ſingle eye; but its life is a life of adultery, in the 
midſt of thick darkneſs. And ſuch conſciences 
muſt know, that their ſpirit is yet in a wandering, 
confuſed, and unſettled ſtate. 52 


. Yes, but, faith the objector, God and man 
make the Chriſt tha: we worſhip. * Ye worſhip 
* ye know not whatz® neither God nor man is 
confounded or compounded by the office- capacity 
of Chriſt; but remains as they ever was, and ever 
muſt, clear, diſtinct Deity, or God; and clear 
diftin& creature, or man. Neither can your ſpirit 
have any idea of any ſuch compound as God and 
any created being, mixing or compounding them- 

| ſelves together, in any manner or ſort whatſoever. 
But God evermare mult be the life, ſupport, and 
upholder of every creature; and every part of 
creation upheld, ſupported, and kept in frame, 
order and being by him. And he the — 
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alone object of the true worſhip of every creature, 
in either heaven or earth. And no fort of true 
worſhip ever was, or ever can be performed by 
any creature, either in heaven or in earth, of what 
height, dignity, kind, or rank whatſoever, ex- 
cepr God, in ſpirit, life and light, be immediately 
and ſenſibly preſent with the ſpirit of ſuch wor- 
ſhiper. Therefore we clearly ſhe and prove be- 
yond even the ſhadow of a doubt, that all other 
forts of worſhip, of what kind, name or ſort ſo- 
ever it may be, except the worſhip of the true 
God in fpirit, is nothing but barefaced idolatry, 
and a ſolemn mockery of the moſt high God. 
And Chriſt himſelf is no more an object of the 
ſpirit's true worſhip, than any other creature that 
God has made: as he himſelf has clearly ſhewn. 
Therefore we only bleſs and praiſe our God for 
bim; but at the fame time declare and prove it 
groſs idolatry, to look upon him in any wiſe as 
an object of worfhip. But, alas! alas! © whilg the 
* trumpet gives an uncertain found, how hall 
even thoſe prepared know how to go to battle ?® 


But we paſs on to our laſt propoſal, viz. to 
ſpeak of the glory of the diſpenſation of the ſab- 
bath- day. I would be underſtood to mean, as 
riſen in ſpirit with Chriſt our forerunner; then we, 
as joint- heirs with him, enjoy in ſpirit with him, 
entering into the holieſt of all with him, as being 
rifen in ſpirit with him, We then fee his prayers 
anſwered, which he made in the days of his fleſh, 
viz. I will that thofe which thou haſt given 
me, be with me where Jam. For we are riſen 
jn ſpirit, together with him, to behold his glory, 
the glory which he had with the Father, pe 
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the world W My peace I give unto you; 
* not as the world giveth, give. I unto you. Bleſs- 


ed and happy are thoſe that have a part in this 
firſt reſuriection; they feed and eat of the tree 
of life, and live for ever.“ Here we leave off 


ſeeking honour one of another, aud only ſeek that 
honour that cometh from above; ever hearing that 
moſt melodious voice, of the Son of God; & eat- 


$5 


ing evermore of that bread which cometh. down 
From heaven: we know the voice of our true 
ſhepherd, we are not to be deceived. by any 
ſtranger's voice: we have ſeen and. known him 
that was from the beginning, even the Father of 
our ſpirits; and though we were born blind, 
yet know we now that we ſee. We feel our. 
union with the Father, and with the Son. The 
Spirit of truth is already come, and has guided 
us into all truth 3 viz. to Gop; being baptized 


with, the holy Ghoſt, And the more our eyes 


* 


art lingle, the more we find our whole body 
full of light: and we are become the temples 


"of the one living and true God, who is become 


a Father to us, and we are in ſpirit become his 


ſons and daughters. Thanks for ever be to God 
for this unſpeakable gift: for we know, that 
* thoſe which are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. 


For we know that there is but-one Lord, one 
faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of all; 

who is above all, and through all, and in us 
all; working in us all both: to will and to do 


of his own good pleaſure. For we are dead, 


and our life is hid with Chriſt in God. And 


| we have had a part in the. firſt reſurrection, 
therefore on us the ſecond death can have. no 


power,” 


4 


5 


* 
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And thus * all old things are paſſed Say. and 
behold, to our eternal happineſs, Wall things are 
* become new; new hopes, new joys, new light, 
new lite, new company, new fellowſhip, new 
bread, new and never-ending ſabbaths, new home, 
new family, new pratſes, new peace; new views, 
neu reft, new glory, new ſong, new thanks, new 
ſpirirs. Our old creation- labours are all over, 
and we ceaſe from our labours, as God did from 
his; we have done our toil, and entered the ſab- 
bath- day of eternal reſt, where we have a feaſt of 
fat things, new ſongs, new worſhip, new heaven, 
new earth, new water of life, new air, which 
the ſpirit of God. And thus our ſpirits bathe in 
the eternal ocean of eternal reſt; ſeeing the ſmoke 
of our old Sodom-(tate aſcending up for ever and 
ever; and we clapping our hands for j Joy at its 
eternal deſtruction and final end for ever and ever. 
Our God is a wonder-working God. We kindle 
no fire in this new day, but breathe forth in ſpirit 
our praiſes and hallelujahs, to him that firs on the 
throne of eternal life and light for ever and ever; 
our eyes are up unto him; we have entered through 
the vails; the laſt vail we paſſed was the vail of 
Chriſt's fleſh ; then we entered the holieft of all, 
where now we have found the ground where che 
anchor of our ſouls is eternally fixed. All witch- 
crafts, ſorceries, and enchantments are now broken: 
we have ſeen the clear ſky, withour ſo much as 
the ſhadow of a cloud. We have for ſome time 
ſtood: upon that ſea of glaſs, clear as cryſtal, and 
heard the voice of him that ſitteth on the throne, 
fay, Peace be with you.” And tho' the great 
men of this world, who are, like the Z7yprans, 

big with fleſh, underſtand us not, nor our lan- 
Ex | E 2 Suage; 
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guage; yet ſtand we upon our watch tower, moſt 
clearly and moſt minutely ſeeing into their very 
inmoſt ſouls; and how they muſt, in their day, 
condemn us, and prefer the murderer before us. 
Yet, fearleſs and unconcerned, we ſtand upon our 
watch-tower, and proclaim them the younger 
children of the ſame father, and fellow-heirs of the 
ſame great ſalvation with ourſelves. - And though 
they are afraid of us, and deem us as the very 

ſt of the earth, in their own ſpirits, thinking it 
would be to the glory of God, and for the good 
of mankind, that God ſhould make a publie ex- 
ample of us, by ſpeedily cutting us off, in a way 
of moſt dreadful judgment, yet do we clearly fee 
their day, and the very ſpirit they are in, and 
know they are working the Lord's work of the 
day their ſpirits live in: And freely ſtill own them 
in our ſpirits to be fellow-heirs = the ſame fſalvay 
tion of God with ourſelves ; though not at this 
time in the ſame degree of poſſeſſion with us; and 
theſe things we ſee and know, in the true light 
of the "© 050 ha Jeruſalem is now a quiet ha- 
bitation; and the peace of God, which paſſeth all 
underſtanding, dwelling in the midſt of her. In 

this maſt glorious ſabbath- day light, we can ſee 
afar off, and hear words unntten and full of 
glory. We here enjoy the true earneſt of pur eter- 
nal inheritance; there is no condemnation here. 
In this day we ſee the Egyptians, to whom we were 
once cloſe joined in alliance as our ſtrength and 
friends, now lying daſhed in pieces, dead upon 
the old ſhore, to the glory of God, and our ever- 
laſting 4 4267 We now find it our ſtrength to 
fit ill ; e plow nor ſow no more. This is the 
true fabb.th of the Lord our God, a day of pure 


reſt, 


CT a © 


reſt and life. Perfect Love has caſt out all our 
fears; and we no more fear the ſwelling of Jordan; 
we know aſſuredly, that when we are to paſa that 
once formidable river, the waters will gently divide; 
and our glorious Zo/bua: will then — befote 
us. The once high mountains are become a plain; 


and the low valleys are exalted; and we are taught 
that new ſong of boch Moſes and the Lamb; and 


we are become kings and prieſts unto our on God 
and father. We are now no longer our om; we 
are become the true ſpoil of the mighty arm oi the 
Lord of hoſts; and our ears are nailed to his door- 
poſts. We are ever moſt dear in his ſight; and 
he ever moſt dear, glorious and majeſtic in our 


fight. And hence ſprings a moſt glorlous. inter- 


3 fellowſhip and communion, between 
' our own: God and Father and our ſpirits; a com- 
munion and fellowſhip, mixed with everlaſting 
life, light and glory: theſe are ſabbath - days em- 
ploy ment, in abbath- day life and light, ſabbath- 
day food, and ſabbath-day reſt, fabbath-day ties 
where plencyof ſbbath-day fruit is found.  : 


And now, 0 our Almighty Farbes we. a 
no truſt in either heaven or earth, but in thy great 
name alone; have pity upon our. feeble! frame, 
and ſuffer us not to fall a 8 to * of our ene- 
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IN 1 the * read 155 was . for 
it was like a dagger to my heart to: hear Chriſt 
ſpoken of in that manner; yet I found a ſtran 
fort of a liſtening ear, and thought in myſelf J 
would conſider of the thing. do not remember 
ſpeaking any thing to my friend after he had read 
this book, for I was too much ſhocked, and at 

the ſame time reſolved to conſider of it. I was 
not got a quarter of a mile from his houſe, but 
muſing and thinking of God, Chriſt, Spirit, &c. 
this paſſage, The Father himſelf loveth you,““ 
came with weight to my mind, and I had ſuch a 
reſiſtleſs conviction of the greatneſs, glory,*good- 
_ neſs,” unity, and abſolute power, of one God alone, 
ſealed on my conſcience, as nothing but an expe- 
rience of the ſame kind can ever give an idea of: 
and at the ſame time ſuch a delight and reſt of 
ſoul from all my former diſtraction: ſeeing God 
to be every thing the ſoul can want, my ſorrow 
was now turned into joy indeed: and for twenty 
times together I ſaid to myſelf, „Can it be true ! 
Can it be true! I could not walk the ſtreets, 
but with hands clinched in each other, and a 
heart continually. crying out, O my own one 
God! my own one God alone] I have enough 
% in thee, I want no more!“ This was the 
continual ſtate of my mind for ſeven or eight 
days without intermiſſion. The joy and glory of 
this ſtate, and the horrors juſt before, gave me a 
more lively idea of heaven and hell, than all the 
words and deſcriptions of volumes could, without 
the experience. We that have been in hell, know 
there can be no greater than the abſence of God : 


and, and on the other hand, there can be no higher 
heaven 


K * 


heaven than thetprifiite of God in the ſoul.” And 


as to any local place of either, that is what I know 
nothing of; but this I am ſure, neither Tate" cy 
W of _ Pie e 

oh will now endeavour to give you an account of 
the effect this view or conviction of the alone power 
of God had on my mind. It ſwept away at one 


ſtroke all my former plan of things reſpecting the 


way and method of ſalvation, &c. for 1 found 
God alone was ſalvation, and was fully convinced 
that no other heaven will ever take place to all 
eternity, but only, and alone, that ſenſation of the 
ſoul given by God, on God's ſhining in with an 
illuminating conviction of what be himſelf is. Ty 


4 4 


I now / Found ayfel ripped: ek every" hit 


which I had before either to hope or fear, except 
God; and quite driven from all other objects, of 
what name or nature they may be of; quite 
ſtripped, I ſay, both of good and bad, of Chriſt 
and Devil, of a local heaven and hell, of men and 
books, of church, communion- ordinances, holy 
days, holy places, or holy things, of life and death, 

of time and eternity, of the ſuppoſed reſurrection. 
and of the ſuppoſed general judgment, and of all 
ſyſtems of religion, ordinances, &c. and ſaw every 
thing bur as ſhadows of that one alone ſubſtance, 
God, who was become my ſalvation, and was all 
in all. This was him at whoſe preſence the old 
heaven and earth, that is, all the old frames or 
notions of things, fled away; and there was no 
more ſea, that is, a fluctuating, unfixed, agitating 
ſtate of mind reſpecting God. And a new hea- 


ve and a new earth, in which dwelleth righ- 
teouſneſs, 


f 5 3 


endes commenced. That is, ſeeing every 
thing is from and of God, all things are right, all 
thiogs are good, and will at laſt be found to be ſo. 
This is be mountain in which God makes unto all 
people a feaſt of fat things, of fat things, full of 
marrow, &c. 1ſaiahb xxv. from the-6th to the end 
of the chapter. This is that ſtate of ſoul, in which 
the glorious Lord becomes to it 4 plate of broad 
rivers and ftreams, &c. Iſai. xxxiii. and 2 1. where 
no galant ſhip nor gally with oars can ever paſs. 
This is that rejoicing, deſcribed Revelationthe xviiich 
and xxth, over the deſtruction of the old city Ba- 
bylon, that is, the very idol that the ſoul has been 
ſtripped of, which is moſt beautifully - deſcribed 
throughout the xviiith of the Revelation; this 
is that birth which no man can ever enter into the 
kingdom of God till he has been brought through. 

To. ſpeak as the thing, is, it is to be brought into 
the kingdom of God, to ſee that God only is 
King, and Governor of all e in all Ns 
0 at all times. 


But I will juſt go on to let you hows what fol- 
lawed after the exceſs of joy was in a great meaſure 
abated,, and began, as it were, to look- round 
me to examine. the: foundation in a rational way, 
of what I had been ſo exceedingly happy in, which 
I may date Saturday 14th O. "I began to have 
ſuch queſtions as theſe ariſing in my mind, by re- 
calledting what ſatis faction L bad formerly in the 
view of Chriſt, Sc. and having a perſuaſion that 
it was the ſame with all my religious acquaintance, 

and even throughout chriftendom : God is pleaſed 
to ſhine on men as it were. through their view of 
Chriſt as a mediator, &c. So reaſoning with 5 
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ſelf in that way, it occurs to me how is it poſſible 
that this can be true after all, that Chriſt muſt be 
entirely given up? nothing in the world but that 
conviction of the almighty power of one God alone, 
could ever have driven me entirely from Chriſt, 
whom Ithad from my youth looked to as my Sa- 
viour. And of this I am fully perſuaded, that 


when a foul is ſo far brought to the knowledge f 


God, as to ſee its utter inability of doing any 
good act, and is led to look for ſalvation by free 
grace through Chriſt; I ſay, ſuch a ſoul cannot 
be drawn from looking to Chrift as his Saviour; 


Sc. till the ſame ſoul is further convinced, that 


che is equally as unable to do any bad act as any 
good one: then God becomes all in all, and there 
is no work left either for the devil to do to deſtroy, 
or for Chriſt to do to ſave, but the everlaſting 
happineſs of the foul reſts on What God is. 


Ihave experienced many ſuch reaſonings at dif- 
ferent times ſince, particularly reſpecting Chriſt: 
O it is a hard thing to part with all, but all muſt 
be parted with. And indeed TI had this witneſs, 
that ſuppoſing I was wrong, that it was owing to 

the thing appearing as an unqueſtionable truth 
to me againſt all the many years pleaſure I had 
experienced in a different plan of ideas; for I am 
ſure I can ſay with truth, I ſhould have thought 
it blaſphemy, and the greateſt blow at the root of 
chriſtianity, to deny that Chriſt was God. But 
the light of God ſhining more and more, and the 
old ſtate having received a mortal wound at firſt, 


[I always found, the more I was led to queſtion 


whether I may notibe in an error or no, the more 


conviction I had on the moſt impartial examination 
T” on 
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on the ptinciples of reaſon as well as experience, 
of my being right. So that now I am in an ocean 
that has neither bank nor bottom, -nothing but 
a naked God, whoſe glory I would now write, 
but it is a 8 that well ſuits the mind of man; 
whoever ſwims here will never be loſt; for though 
it is pleaſant to ſwim beyond deſcription, and tho? 
we do but ſwim while united tothe preſent outward 
-mundane, affairs yet when the body ſhall be for- 
ſaken, then the ſoul ſhall for everlaſting dive in 
this eternal ſea, and forget itſelf and all other things 
by being filled full of a direct view of God to all 
eternity. For where ſhould the ſpirit return but 
to God? You will ſee that all the other changes 
in my mind, have followed as effects, on having 
this view of God. For what is the ſcripture to 
me, or any-other perſon ? God alone can ſpeak to 
the mind : and how he does it, whether by means 
of the ſcripture or not, light is from God, for 
God is light and in him is no darkneſs at all. I 
eſtteem the ſcriptures as from God, but will not al- 
cribe the leaſt power, life, or light, to them; 
nay cannot ſee them of any more uſe to me than 
the common air I breathe in, or my ears by which 
1 hear, or my eyes by which I read the words which 
compoſe the ſcripture ; all things hang in one vaſt 
chain, and when we ſee God, we ſhall receive 
every thing as immediately from him, and not 
aſcribe ny power to any thing ele. | 


So of Chriſt, when we are led to fwd one e only 
almighty, then we ſhall not want to aſcribe power 
to Chriſt ; but ſay as he ſaid, that he did nothing 
of himſelf; ; and as it Was ſaid of 1 that God 
did it by him. 


So 


1139 ] 


o of ſin or tranſgreſſion of the moral law, we 


ſhall fee that that allo is as much of God as any 


one thing, for the whole creation being wholly in- 


capable of ſo much as thinking one thought, will- 
ing one thing, or moving one atom; then the 
whole and every exertion of thought and will, Se. 


in minds, and the motion of every particle of mat - 


| = 1$ of God, and the efficient caule is Gd. 


Now I will gal y pen to your conſciences, before 


you judged me unworthy of being any longer a 
member among you, (tho* I am not Cat all forry you 
did ſo judge) whether I ſhould not have been pub- 
licly queſtioned what my ideas then were of God; 

for on that article the whole of my other charges 
had their riſe, but inſtead of that there was not a 
word reſpecting God in any queſtion aſked me, 
but a few queſtions framed which required only 


negative anſwers; and for giving which I was 


excommunicated out of your community. 


I will now juſt ſtate ſome poſitive truths, &c. 
at leaſt they appear to me to be ſo; If I had been 
queſtioned more particularly before the church, I 
might not have had occaſion to take this method 
of letting you know my preſent ſentiments : but 
whatever is, is right. | 


think we know juſt ſo much of that kind of 
knowledge, properly called Religion, as we know 
of God, and no more. And for a perſon to be 
cut off from a religions ſociety as an unworthy 
perſon, meerly on account of principle, without 
being aſked what he thought of God, when it was 
known that that was the foundation on which his 
. difference 


— 
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difference from what he was before had its rife, 

looks as though it was deſignedly avoided deing 
entered into. If I am wrong in any of the un- 
dermentioned ſentences, I ſhould be glad to be 
convinced of the error by any perſon, as I am 
quite out of chains, and open to conviction. The 
moſt important queſtion i in the whole world is this, 


What iS GOD 2 


1, God is the one only ſelf-ſufficient independent 


Spirit; who created all things viſible and in-- 


{ viſible, and is the only power who upholds all 
and every part of the creation in all its forms, 
modes, changes, faſhions, qualities, Sc. and 


whatever has been, now is, or ever will be in 


the creatures, are only ſuch and fuck mani» - 
feftations of God. 5 9 
There is no power but of Fr 


All things that are are of God. | 
God is. the cauſe of all things and cireum- 
ſtances. 


All things that God is the cauſe of, are good. 


. All things are good, becauſe God is the cauſe 


of all. 
All chings ſhall Sk rogether for good co them 
who love God. 


All love God when God news himſelf. to the 
ſoul as he 1s. 
Though the generality of men ſeem to have a 


hatred to God, yet no man ever actually hated 


or dreaded; God, or ever will the object of 


their hatred or dread exiſt, only in their con- 
ceptions; but let the real God be once ſeen, 
and that object will command love from every 
ſoul that beholds him. . 
10. God 


1 4» Þ 
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10. „God alone can ſpeak to the minßc. 
11. All the degrees of reaſon that are ſeen in the 
leaſt to the greateſt minds, are manifeſtations, of. 
God to ſuch or ſuch a degree. 

12. All nature (which in other words i 18, . 
1 and intelligent beings, governed by God 
under certain common laws perpetually) ĩs only 
the manifeftations of God in this and that, 
and here.and there, through the whole. 

13. God is the cauſe of all our WG halts 

ſenſations, SS. 

14. God is the cauſe of all motion in inert matter, 
and all natural and voluntary motions of the 
body have God alone for their efficient cauſe. 

19. Whatever is is right. Lhe? 

16. In God we live, and move, and have our 


Being. 
17. God has. created all things, and for his ple 
{ure they are and were created. . 


I 8. The Lord God omnipotent reianeth. 

19. God's kingdom ruleth over all. 

20. Fix your attention on any one being, ching, 
or circumſtance in the whole univerſe, and 
trace its origin, you will find it center in God 
alone for its real efficient cauſe, | 

21, God is the only actor in the univerſe (I mean 
independent.) 

22. Though the minds of men are ſubject to very 
diſagreeable ſenſations, yet there is no real evil 1 
in the world. | 1 

23. There never was, nor ever can be ſuch a thing 9 
zãʒs either merit or demerit. 

24. There never was nor ever can be ſuch a thing 
as atonement or ſatisfact ion paid to God by any co 
being whatever, for itſelf or for another. [ 

25. There gl. 
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Fl 
what God is, and not on any ideas in the mind, 


[4 } 


25. There never was nor ever can be any one thing 
acted or done contrary to the will of God. 
26. An act which is called morally evil, does not 


injure God, and the creature is chereby taught 
dy God, that nothing can ſatisfy its infinite de- 


 ffres but the- infinite God. 


An act which is called morally evil, and attend- 
ed with ſuch circumſtances as the actor knows 
will do one or more of his fellow- creatures an 


injury; to the injured the providence muſt be 


as immediately from God, and to the tranſ- 
greſſor it will by God be made to Aer the 
end of the former act. 


No man moves his own body. 
29. 


30. 


The human eye never ſaw, the human ear 
never heard, nor the human body never felt. 
The immortality of the ſouls of men does not 
reſt on what is called the nature of the ſoul, 
but depends wholly on the immutability of 
God, wha is the alone conſerver of that op 
all other things. 

The everlaſting happineſs of the ſoul reſts on 


on any ſyſtems of religion, or hiſtorical events 


tranſacted on this globe. 


9 
being made of to the mind, appears to me to 


The greateſt uſe the ſcripture cies capable of 


be when we are let to read and underſtand it 
as a deſcription of the tranſactions of God on 
the ſoul: for of what great uſe is it towards my 
everlaſting happineſs, tro know when the world 
was created, and what events have taken place, 
or will take place after I am dead and gone ? 
Is God my friend, or is he nor, is all I want 


to _— z and he only can give me that witneſs 
n 


Lis ! 


Which all the world of men, or books, ſaying 
to the contrary, will make no ar in Th 
reliance « on men 


I HAVE, as above, expreſſed my ideas of 
things in many particulars, that if one is not ſo 
fully underſtood, others may: but if I could ſee 
any one not agreeable to the firſt article or foun- 
dation- truth of what God is, I would expunge it. 
T ſhall now only mention a few experimental ob- 
ſervations as they appear to me by eng led thro? 
the ſeveral ſtates. 


5 God . the altdmate oy the foul can ever 
deſire, let it be in ever fo groſs a theorical 
notion of religion, yet ſo far as the ſoul ap 
prehends God will be its friend on this or that 
condition (let the condition be what it may) 
the ſou] will receive a degree of happineſs 
always in proportion to the degree of its belief 
that God will be irs friend and portion. 
2. A mind that is fo far brought to the ane 
of God, as to ſee its utter inability of faving 
itſelf, and has its whole dependence for falva- 
tion by free grace through Chriſt,” cannot be 
driven from that object, Chriſt, while he has 
any conſciouſneſs of guilt on the conſcience. 
The ſtate of mind, from one degree to an- 
other, is moſt judiciouſly laid down in twelve 
particulars, which I have: for many years ad- 
mired in Mr J. Bos rox's Four-fold State; the 
15th Edition: it begins at page 249, under 
this title, How the branches are cut off ibe na- 


tural lock, &c. 
; 3. Not- 
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8. Nowitbitanding the believing ſoul expects to 


Ts] 


che ſavrd at laſt on account of Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs, death, Sc. yet there will always be 
ſomething of a craving in the mind, as long 
as an apprehenſion remains of any power in 
it to act contrary to . will of its heavenly 


Patzer. 

4. When God appears, as he did to Abraham, 
clear to the ſoul's view, and fays with words 

Which the ſoul is obliged to believe, I am 


THE ALMIGHTY GoD': at that very inſtant 
Babylon falls like a great mill-ftone into the 
ſea, and ſhall riſe no more at all. And all 
{cripture-expreſſions, &c. which carried his 
view to- Chriſt as a Saviour, Sc. now centers 
in- God himſelf. 


30 No the ſoul is at home, and entered the true 


reſt, but ſtripped of good, of bad, of Chriſt, 


4 of devil, of heaven, of hell, of life; of death, 


- of-men, of books, of the ſcripture, of church- 
cammunien, of ordinances, of every ſyſtem 
of religion, of ſabbath - days, of holy places, 


. | -of holy things, c. and fees every thing paſt 
das meer ſhadows ;of:that one alone ſubſtance, 
Coed, who is now all in all, and will be fo 


for ever, nay and ever was ſo, though the 
ſaul ſaw it not. 


6. Before this ſtate commenced. the pet ſon always 


ſpoke of falvation in the future tenſe, and as 


at a diſtant period, but now its language of 


of ſalvation is in the preſent tenſe, for God is 
ſalvation. 


* 7. God was the faul's from everlaſting, but the 


bliſs of. it is onſy k nu wn hy Ig" 


Now, 


:.:! — — — 


1 
Now, my dear friends, I have nothing more to 
add, I have ſimply mentioned and fimply acted 
under this very uncommon view of things, and 
leave myſelf and all concerned in his hands, who 
does according to bis own pleaſure in the armies of 


heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, 
and am, ; A 


—— 


Your unworthy Friend, 
Poul Tr, 5 | | Wl ” 
25th Feb. 1776. a 8. * 


P. S. If the one only living, true, and unchange- 
able God himſelf is not the friend of man, pray 
who is he that can alter his mind? Go zs of 
ene mind, and who can turn bim? 
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T HO UG K S$ 
ON THE 
Diſtinct Being and Properties of Mind and Matter, 
and the Relation GOD keeps them in to each 


other, in what is called the Union of the 
Human Soul and Body : 


BEING A 


E E T T =M 


Wrote about Seven Years ago, with a Deſign to 
give to the Catechumens at LiTTLE ST HETENS, 
but as the Aur HOR had no Acquaintance with 
either of them, it has lain by unſeen. 


| Fear not them which kill the Body, but are not 
able to kill the Soul. 


I am fearfylly and wonderfully made. 
All thy Works praiſe Thee. 
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5 Aren * at your place of ti om 
: Lord's-day, and hearing your young friends 
giving their thoughts on ſome queſtions that were 
Propoſed to them from the miniſter, which were 
partly on the nature of the union of the human 
ſoul and body; and in ſome reſpects was handled 
conſiſtent with the nature of things, and in others 
very widely therefrom, and as the ſame ſubject is 
to. be treated on this evening*, was willing, as a 
private friend to truth, and the care of making ir 
known, to mention two or three things on the ſub- 
ject, as it is very neceſſary to have a clear notion 
thereof, to the right underſtanding of God the 
creator of all things, and ourſelves his creatures, 
I would for making this ſubject plain, firſt con- 
ſider the properties and wherein the life and eſſence 
of the ſoul conſiſt : and ſecondly the properties and 
wherein the life of the human body conſiſts : and 


thirdly the Properties and wherein the union of the 
human 


. The ſame ſubject was to be reſumed the next time. 


30 
human foul and the human body conſiſt, Then 


paſs ſome reflections, 


_ "Firſt, What are the properties, and herein 
does the life and being of the human ſoul conſiſt ? 


For the right underſtanding of this, it is neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that the whole of the creation of 
God, viſible or invißble, as we ſometimes call it, 
may be divided into two grand kinds, that is, 
mind, and that purely ſo conſidered ; and matter, 
and that meerly ſo conſidered ; which two we ſhall 
have clear notions of, Af we with impartial judg- 
ment conſider of them N and diſtinct ag 
they are in their being, The ſoy] or mind, is that 
in which perſonality conſiſts, and every individual 
perſon may very ee be called a ſoul ot mind, 
without any relation to matter of any ſort, even its 
own body, which moves at its will, but not by it 
as the agent or real cauſe of its motion. The eſſence 
of mind confiſts in underſtanding and will, from 
which all the other properties of mind are branched 
out and named, according to the ſenfation the 
foul or perſon finds in itſelf in conſidering of dif- 
ferent ſubjects, and the judgment it paſſes on them. 
What is judgment bur right underſtanding ? what 
is memory, but the ſame knowledge, jdea, or un- 
derſtanding, that was in the mind ſome time paſt, 
brought to the mind again? What is pain of an 
kind, but an unſatisfied will? What is pleaſure of 
any kind, but the ſatisfaction of the will? What js 
conſcience, but the reflex knowledge of what has 
paſſed in the mind and the judgment, either ap- 
proving or diſapproving of the ſame as good or 


evil. Thus, however we conſider * = 
JT” 1 


1 J 


mall always find we ate pathing but cogitation, 
or mind, variouſly, apprehending, and determin- 


ing itſelf on different ſubjects, $0 that the life 
and being af the human ſoul conſiſts in a conti- 
nued and/perpetual knowledge, and various deter- 
minations of the will, on either God, the cauſe of 
all things, or on the perſon or perſons. of ſome 
fellow-created minds, or on ſome part. of the ma- 
terial creation: which will bring us to conſider the 


body, ns being; part of the material world. 
Secondly, What are the properties, or wherein 

does the lite ot the human body conſiſt ? The 

body, which is merely material, and cannot have 


any of the properties of the mind or ſoul; as that 


is confined: to underſtanding. and will, fo: this is 
confined: to quantity and poſition. As to quan- 
tiey, it is ſu much and no more than that organical 
machine Which we find moves, and is variouſly 
applied to different parts of its fellow! material 
creation around it, at che will of the mind or per- 
ſon God has made it as à ſervant to: which we 
ſometimes are ſo fooliſh in expreſſion as to call 
ourſalves 3 though if we attended to what is in ous 
minds, we ſhould find we do not mean at the 
ſame time, this part of the material creation, which 


we call very properly our bodies, and not aus ſeluss. 
It is difficult for many to receive or have a clear 
notion of the real diſtinction between it, and th 


mind, perſon or ſoul, which will exiſt after the laws 
which ſeem to make them one will ceaſe, even at 
death. The human body, no doubt, is a moſt 
curious machine, made by the eternal will of God, 


as the only agent of its being, but fill it is but a 


2:10} material 
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material machine, and will * ever FRY uncon- 
ſciovs or inſenſible of its own being. What we call 
its ye, conſiſts in the wholeneſs of its parts, ex- 
ternal and internal; their proper quantity, and 
the due poſition and motion of the fluids, which 
all together make it what it 1 is, carried on imme- 


diately by the power of God, as its den eee na- 


tural motions oo oh in mY its 419 09h 251899 

| Thirdly, Wherein duds the union — * foul 
and body conſiſt ? or, in other words, How or 
by what means is it, that there is or can be any 
ſort of union between a mind, which has nothing 
in it but underſtanding and will, and body, which 


has nothing in it but quantity and. poſition? To 
give ourſelves a clear notion of this union, it is 


abſolutely neceſſary to begin at the beginning of 
all inquiries; which is, What is God? - Anſwer, 
God is what he is ; as he faith, when ſpeaking of 


himſelf, Fam what I AM. he who is not ſatis- 
fied with this anſwer, will never be ſatisfied on 


this head. God is in himſelf creator or the eter- 
nal cauſe of both mind and matter; and the rela- 
tion they ſtand in to each other, has his will for 


its cauſe. The mind, in receiving different ſenſa- 


tions from-the body's being in ſuch or ſuch a po- 


ſition, muſt neceſſarily have him for the giver of 
the ſenſations ;' as well as the body's moving in 
ſuch or ſuch 4 direction, muſt have; nie 106 the 


cauſe rl Its motion. 

This e or union dif you will call i it bo) 
of the ſoul and body, may be divided into two 
branches; but they will claim the eternal ſelf- 
ſufficient mind for the author of them both. F _ 
- 


he has eſtabliſhed in the union of human minds to 
their bodies. 


Jer. 
* 
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the ſenſations the ſoul has on different poſitions 
and conditions of the body, which ſenſations are 
purely underſtanding and will, though cauſed by 
God on the body's being in ſuch or ſuch a condi- 


tion or poſition; cauſed by God, I ſay, and not 


neceſſarily ariſing in the mind; but ariſing in the 
mind becauſe it is the law of God, in the relation 


The different ways by which knowledge is cauſ- 


ed in minds by the body's being in ſuch or ſuch a 
poſition, may be divided into five, viz. the ſeeing, 


hearing, feeling, taſting, ſmelling ; though theſe, 
with regard to the body, are nothing but the or- 


gans being in their proper exerciſe or motion, that 
are the conditions, on which it has pleaſed God to 

ive the mind many different notions or ſenſations 
of different kinds: as for inſtance, ſeeing, when 
my eyes are open and in order: God is - pleaſed 


always to give me that underſtanding or notion we 
call ſeeing; which, with regard to the mind, is 


purely immaterial, and as diſtinct as the knowledge 
of matter is from matter itſelf, . And fo of all the 
other ideas we receive by what we call he ſenſes of 
the body, which are nothing but the conditions on 
which it has pleaſed God to give us ſuch or ſuch 
knowledge, or to affect our minds fo or ſo. So 
far for the mind's being affected by the body. 


Secondly, We are to conſider what ation, or 
what alterations of the body, with regard to poſi- 


tion and motion, which are the properties of body, 
God is pleaſed to cauſe at the will of the mind he 


has made it as a ſervant to. 'T 
H The 


er — 


TT 


The motions of the body may be divided into 
two ſorts: 1//, What we call voluntary, or that 
which immediately ſucceeds on the deſire of the 
will, to a certain degree, which it has pleaſed 
God, and which is what we call our ſtrength: 
but well may Samſon cry out to the ſtrong or 
omnipotent mind, for this ſort of motion, when 
ſtanding between the pillars, as this, as well as 
that I ſhall mention by and by, has noother agent 
but God. To pretend to render any other cauſe 
for the motion of the body, but the eternal and 
omnmipotent will of God, is betraying our igno- 
rance of him who is what he is in himſelf, and 
the author of both mind and body. 


But here it is to be obſerved, that as God has 


c̃ſtabliſhed certain conditions of the body, on 


which he is pleaſed to give the mind ſenſitive 
notions, ſo he has eſtabliſhed' certain conditions of 
the body, without which he does not, in the com- 
mon order of things, move or actuate the body at 
the deſire of the mind, nor but to ſuch or ſuch a 
degree, as before mentioned: when deſired. Thus 
we find many lofe the uſe of one part of the body, 
while they retain the uſe of the other; or of one 
- ſenſe, while they have the uſe of the others; and 
alſo we find, 255 thoſe motions are but to ſuch a 
degree as we can ſupport under any ſmall weight, 
bur when the weight 1s increaſed beyond our 
ſtrength, it cruſhes our bodies to the ground, 
i: rol we deſire the contrary. 


Soner, We ſhall conſider the natural mo- 
tions of the body, as it is called ; which are the 


motions of the internal fluids, and various parts, 
| as 
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as the conditions on which it is the will of God 
to give the mind its bodily ſenſations, or the body 
its voluntary.motions at the will of the mind. On 
this ſubject the oculiſt ought to be {killed in the 
proper conditions for ſight, as far as human know- 
ledge knows; and ſo each of the ſenſes require a 
different and diſtin& explanation of the proper 
texture and conditions in which it is the will of 
God to 551 the mind the ſenſations it receives. Our 
principal thing is to know, that however curious 
or depending by the order of God, one part of the 
body is on the other, yet that we muſt of neceſſity 
ſee we are a more noble kind of being than any part 
of the body, or the whole conſidered together; 
which is a ſenſeleſs, though organical machine: 
from theſe ſorts of motions, it is the will of God 
to give the mind pleaſure or pain: thus the young 
man, in health of body, rejoices in his ſtrength, 
while the old and decayed bodies are found to give 
different ſenſations to the minds in relation with 
them. And here the wiſdom and goodneſs of God 
appears, in that he giveth pleaſing ſenſations to the 
mind, on the body's being in proper health, and 
full of animal vigour; while he giveth unpleaſant 
ſenſations, if any thing tends to the impairing of 
the curious mechaniſm. If this law was to be re- 
verſed, what would be the conſequence? if the 
more pleaſure we found in our minds at the impair- 
ing of any part of the body, the more we ſhould 
be for its deſtruction, till we had quite brought it 
to its old mother earth, and loſt both pleaſure "og 
| pain by it. 


From the whole then, we may learn, in the 


firſt place, what our facts are, Or more properly, 
H 2 | what 
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what we are; for the ſoul or perſon being ſelf, 
cannot be divided, nor be conſidered ſeparately ; 
bur mpſt and is ſwallowed up in the notion of a 
mind, or continual cogitation, which is what we 
are and ſhall for ever bez but changed as to the 
ſubjects and knowledge we ſhall have of things. 


Secondly, We may learn what our bodies are; 
viz. a part of the grand material creation, made, 
by the will of God ſubſervient, in ſome degree, to 
the mind he has given to receive ſenſations by it: 
and that after the relation of our minds to matter 
ceaſe, which will be at death, may our minds be 
led above material things, to God, the eternal 
ſelf-ſufficient mind; in the contemplation of whom 
the created minds will receive everlaſting — | 
or ſatisfaction of will, 


Thirdly, We may learn what ſort of a union 
the union of the mind and body is: it is not a 
local union; the mind cannot be ſaid to reſide in 
any particular part of the body, nor in the whole 
of it together : it cannot be ſuppoſed to be either 
in the brain or heart, which are purely material, 
though theſe are the principal and immediate con- 
ditions of ſenſation, yet theſe are not ſenſe. But 
whoever would form any right notion of mind, 
will have different notions of it than to conſider 
it as part of the material world: this it is not. 
It is not ſubject to place, or being here or there, 
which are words that would give it the notion of 
matter; but is, as before obſerved, purely under- 
ſtanding and will; and will always remain ſo, 
when it is deprived of its beloved body, till the 
reſtitution of all chings, and the re- union of itſelf 
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to the glorified body, which we have but little 
knowledge of. But this we know, that whether 
the future ſtate, after the reſurrection, be a ſtate 
in which we ſhall have a remembrance of each 


other again, or no, that there will be a better object 


than any fellow-creature can be, even the Creator 
and Giver of being and life, both mental and ani- 


mal, in the contemplation of whom the mind will 


receive everlaſting ſatisfaction; and in the know- 


ledge of whom, may all our minds be enlightned 


as this, ſimply conſidered, is the true food of 
minds. 8 | | 
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©. Fa Lo 
REA DE HTM 
3 any perſon on reading this Letter, c. ſhould * | 
have a deſire of converſation with the writer | 


of that part from page 13 to 33, this is to let 9 
them know his name is Mr Jerrzxy Bux rox; 

and may be ſpoke with almoſt any time, but par- 
ticularly any Monday, between 9 and 12 in the 
forenoon, at his Houſe, oppoſite the White Horſe, 
in Pitfield-ſtreet Hoxton; or any Sunday, between 

4 and 6 in the evening, at the Room where the 
people at preſent meet, in Mrs Payne's Houſe, 

No 10, Noble - ſtreet, near Foſter · lane, Cheapſide. 
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N. B. They meet Morning, Afternoon and 

Evening, every Sunday at the uſual time; "Ul 

and Tueſday and Thurſday Evenings, 
from 7 to. 9. 
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